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Approps Lobbyists Roll With Punches

EARMARKS fmm page 11
ciates, has made for “obviously a
very difficult situation, one that
doesn’t happen very often”” Tn
2006, Van Scoyoc said business
was slow, but the expected crazed
pacenext year will be good forhis
bottom line.

“We're already seeing in-

creased business and new
clients,” he said.
. Steve Hilis, vice president of
programs af the budget watchdog
group Taxpayers for Common
Sense, said that while any ear-
marks inunpassed appropriations
bills would die by the end of the
year, appropriations lobbyists
aren’t necessarily going to be los-
ers, especially if Members resur-
rect those bills early next year,
with many of the old earmarks
still intact.

. “The lobbyists get to be hired
again next year to get those ear-
marks,” he said. “The benefit for
the lobbyistsis they’ve gotitcom-
ing and going.”’

Yet with all the optimism of
some appropriations Iobbyists,
the fact remains that Congress
could approve a contifining reso-
Iution that rins through fiscal
2007. And such legislation would
not include earmarks.

One appropriations lobbyist,
who would speak only on condi-
tion of anonymity, said that “the
most important thing is to show re-
" sults foryourclient atthe end of the
year.” The stalled bills, he said,
“hurt a fot of Members, who cam-
paigned on geiting these projects
‘backhome. Andithurtslobbyists.”

Jeff Taylor, a lobbyist with
Barnes & Thornburg who does
appropriations work for several

clients, said that the delay of the
fiscal 2007 appropriations bills
into 2008 means thathe could end
up doing some work early next
yearforclients out of loyalty, even
theugh they’re not paving for it.
“T'd loéve for my clients to stay
with me from [fiscal 2007 to fis-

cal 2008],” Taylor said. Butinthe

cases where this year’s clients do
not rehire his firm, he said, T
would feel a certain commitment
to that client, in Janvary and Feb-
ruary, I'm going to stick with it.”

The process of enacting
spending bills this year has been
marred by federal investigations
into earmarks as possible bribes,
including one surrounding the
outgoing chairman of the House
Appropriations panel, Rep. Jer-
1y Lewis (R-Calif}, as well as
Republican infighting between
fiscal conservatives and appro-
priators. In particular; Sen, Tom
Coburn (R-Okla:) and Rep. Jeff
Flake (R-Ariz.) have been out-
spoken critics of earmarks re-
quested by Republicans and De-
mocrats alike.

Longtime appropnatlons Iob-
byist Vincent Versage, who is
with the National Group, agreed
that 2006 has been the toughest
one in the sector “in my 20 years
of obbying” _

But, he said, “the silver lining
in alt of this is I think things are
goingiochange inaway that turns
the clock back to when the com-
mittee really policed the ear-
marks” -

A decade ago, he sa1d there -

were fewer earmarked projects,
and the Appropriations commit-
tees held hearings as part of the
review process {0 make sure that

govcnnnent -funded projects had
a national or regional interest. . -

“That’s something that T think -

all appropriations lobbyists and
Members of Congress that want
to do good works for their con-
stituents would be comfortable
with,” he said. _
Most appropriations lobbyists
say they are telling clients who
have earmarks iz the unpassed
bills that there’s a good chance the

_ earmarks could pass with the bills
. mext yedr. But earmarks whose .
Congressional champions lostre-
election would naturally be in the3

"most peril.

Theodore Bristol, 4 senior vice

president at B&D - Consulting,:

said several of his clients have
found themselves in that exact
predicament. B&D is the lobby-

ing arm of the-Indiana law firm:

Baker & Daniels and does work

for several Indiana clients. The }
firm’s home staté is one where -
three GOP incumbents lost on

Election Day.
“It’s likely that earmarks mdxs—
tricts where Republicans lost

seats in the House ... are going to

be atrisk,” Bristol said, declining
to name specific clients, -
In those cases, lobbyists say,

they try one or more backup -

plans. .

“There are obviously tactlcs

~ oneemploys tohold ontothe proj-
ect,” said Rich Gold, who munsthe
lobbying practice for Holland & . .-
Knight. “You run bverto the Sen-
-ate side and hopefully the Sena-
tors put it in as a request as well.
You also go to the incoming -
Members and ask them to reach -
_ out to leadership. This is one area
where who- the-lobbyist is can -

“ingbills,a premdennal veto could

make some difference.” _

Mike Fulton, an executive vice
president at GolinHarris, said it’s
the clients who reaHy feel the
pinch.
“Lots of jobs, prO_]@CtS con-
struction projects are hangmg in
the balance,” Fulton said; -

But, he added, those chents
continue to come back to the firm.

“We've signed Gp new clients,
and we’re renewing with existing
clients,” he said. “Tt’s true ‘that
there is an ehvironment that out-

‘side the Beltway is not s well un- -

derstood about earmarks, so we
do ‘spend more titiie educating
and coaching our. (:Iie'n't_s “on
what’s happening.”. _
Cassidy & Assoc1ates ‘& firm
that pioneered the business of ear-
mark lobbying, began this week
with an “all hands on deck” meet-
ing, said (he firm’s executive vice
president, Gerald Warburg,
“Ourexpectationis thatthema- -

* jority of Members in both parties

are going to want to Keep in some
of the initiatives that they have in
the eight unpassed appropriations
bills,” Warburg said. “If not, they -
are going to cede aH power to the
executive.branch” -
But he: said, that means a fre—:_ :
netic 2007. Warburg: said: he s
cautioning his clients that ey
Congr&ss passes the 2007 spen

still loom. .~ .

Looking to next ycar Ellis of.
Taxpayers for Common Sense -
also expects the business of ear-
marks toflourish; despitereforms.
“The DPemocrats largely: created

this whole earmarking: system,”.
~he said: “The. Republicans: Just

perfected it and enlarged 1t.” O




